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BOROUGH  OF  COLNE. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee. 

Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  ending  December  31st,  1919. 

NATURE  AND  LOCAL  CONDITION  OF  THE 

DISTRICT. 

The  population  at  the  latest  census  year  (1911)  was  25,689  A 
local  census  of  the  Borough  was  taken  in  July,  1919,  in  connection  with 
the  Housing  enquiry,  the  number  of  inhabitants  of  the  Borough  at  that 
time  being  found  to  be  23,432.  It  has  been  estimated  that  this  has 
increased  up  to  the  year’s  end  to  25,846. 

PHYSICAL  FEATURES  OF  THE  BOROUGH. 

The  area  is  5,063  acres  consisting  of  an  urban  part  and  a sur- 
rounding agricultural  district,  the  altitude  varying  from  400  to  1,300 
feet. 

The  greater  portion  of  the  older  part  of  the  town  lies  on  the  crest 
and  sides  of  a hogs  back  running  East  and  West.  There  being  good 
natural  drainage  to  the  Colne  Water  on  the  South  and  Vivary  Beck  on 
the  North. 

The  portion  of  the  Borough  to  the  North  and  East  of  the  Colne 
Water  are  on  the  millstone  grit,  the  South  and  Western  portion  on  the 
coal  mesures.  Boulder  clay  is  irregularly  distributed.  The  North 
Valley  is  largly  sandy  shale. 
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The  inhabitants  are  chiefly  occupied  in  the  textile  and  allied 
trades,  also  tanneries.  Employment  is  good  and  the  social  conditions 
are  as  good  as  most  industrial  districts. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Births. — The  total  number  of  births  in  the  Borough  during  1919 
was  304.  152  males  and  152  females.  20  of  these  were  illegitimate.  8 

males  and  12  females.  On  the  Ministry  of  Health’s  estimate  of  the 
population  for  birth  rate  purposes,  viz:  26,924,  a birth  rate  of  11*28  per 
1,000  is  shown.  The  birth  rate  last  year  was  11*65  1,000. 

Deaths. — The  total  number  of  deaths  during  the  year  was  312. 
Males  147,  females  165.  On  the  Ministry  of  Health’s  estimate  of  the 
population  for  death  rate  purposes,  viz  : 25,846,  a death  rate  of  12*07 
1,000  is  shown.  'Phe  death  rate  last  year  was  16*65  per  1,000. 

Infantile  Mortality.— The  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under 
I year  was  37.  This  equals  a rate  of  121  per  1,000  births.  Last  year 
the  rate  was  91  per  1,000  births. 

The  number  of  deaths  of  illegitimate  children  was  7,  giving  a 
death  rate  of  350  per  1,000  illegitimate  births. 

216  residents  of  the  Borough  were  admitted  to  the  Colne  Cottage 
Hospital  during  the  year. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE 

BOROUGH. 

Water. — The  Water  Supply  is  constant  and  of  good  quantity 
being  a mixed  supply  from  moorland  and  springs.  No  plumbo-solvent 
action  has  been  found  on  analysis.  To  counteract  any  tendencv  to 
plumbo-solvent  action  on  the  part  of  the  moorland  water,  it  is  treated  in 
mechanical  filters  with  lime. 

Rivers  and  Streams. — The  Colne  Water  and  its  effluents  being 
part  of  the  Ribble  Watershed  are  under  the  supervision  of  the  Ribble 
Joint  Rivers  Board.  At  times,  particularly  in  the  hot  weather,  some 
pollution  of  the  Colne  Water  is  noticable  by  the  effluents  from  the  boilers 
of  factories  and  tanneries  on  its  banks, 
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Drainage  and  Sewerage. — The  main  sewers  of  the  Borough 
are  in  a good  condition  and  are  regularly  inspected  and  flushed,  they 
drain  to  the  Sewerage  Outfall  Works  by  gravitation.  The  sewage  works 
are  on  the  Bacteriological  System  with  Detritus  Chambers,  Septic  Tanks 
and  Bacteria  Beds;  a sludge  pressing  plant  is  installed  to  eft'ect  the 
disposal  of  the  resultant  sludge  from  the  sewage. 


Closet  Accomodation. — The  closet  accomodation  of  the 
Borough  consists  of  1314  flushed  by  fresh  water,  4482  by  waste  water, 
388  pails  and  2 privy  middens. 


CONVERTIONS. — 


1919 

1918 

1917 

1916 

1915 

1914 


I Privy  closet  converted  to  Pail, 
nil. 
nil. 
nil. 

83  Pails  converted  to  Water  Carriage  System, 
nil. 


I'he  Council  have  in  hand  the  convertion  of  36  pails  to  the  water 
carriage  system. 

Scavenging. — The  removal  of  house  refuse  and  the  cleaning  of 
earth  closets,  privies,  ashpits,  etc.,  is  carried  out  by  contract.  The 
following  table  shows  the  ashbins  which  have  been  substituted  for  ash- 
pits during  recent  years  : — 


year. 

Ashpits  converted  to  Ashbins 

1919 

...  I. 

do. 

do. 

1918 

nil. 

do. 

do. 

1917 

nil. 

do. 

do. 

1916 

nil. 

do. 

do. 

1915 

35- 

do. 

do. 

...  1914 

12. 

SANITARY 

INSPECTION 

OF  THE 

DISTRICT. 

The  number  of  inspections  made  during  the  year  was  3251.  The 
following  is  a sumary  of  Inspections  made  : — 
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Stables  and  Manure  Steads... 

• • « • * • 

139 

Slaughterhouses 

...  ... 

690 

Bakehouses  ... 

...  • • • 

67 

Factories 

...  ... 

27 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  ... 

362 

Common  Lodging  Houses  ... 

... 

156 

Marine  Stores  and  Offensive  Trades 

...  ... 

86 

Houses-let-in-lodgings 

...  ... 

268 

Fishmongers,  etc. 

. . 

86 

Workshops  ... 

...  ... 

25 

Drain  Testing 

...  ... 

16 

Butcher’s  Shops 

... 

41 

Houses  and  Premises  (not  under  H.  & T.  P.  Act) 

316 

Re-visits  to  work  done  and  in  progress 

... 

972 

Total 

3251 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  Served 

362 

„ ,,  Statutory  „ „ 

... 

50 

„ „ Nuisances  Abated 

... 

344 

The  above  notices  were  served  for  the  abatement  of  the  follow 

Nuisances : — 

Defective  Dishbrick  ... 



2 

„ Fall-pipe  ... 

...  ... 

29 

„ Sink  Waste  Pipes 

...  ... 

25 

„ Troughing 

... 

13 

„ Ashpits  and  Doors 

68 

„ Ashbins 

...  ... 

22 

Without  Ashbin  Accomodation 

. • « ... 

2 

Insanitary  Closets 

...  ... 

1 2 

Defective  Closets 

...  ... 

20 

Drains  or  Closets  Blocked  ... 

...  ... 

SO 

Defective  Cistern 

• . • ... 

3 

Accumulation  of  Rubbish 

...  ... 

6 

„ „ Manure 

...  ... 

9 

Insanitary  Houses 

...  ... 

8 

7 


Insanitary  Areas  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Defective  Tippers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

,,  Sanitary  Pails  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

„ Garbage  Tin  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Insufficient  Closet  Accomodation  ...  ...  ...  4 

Insanitary  Yard  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Keeping  Poultry  in  Yard  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Dampness  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Common  Lodging  Houses  not  limewashed  ...  2 

Gullies  Without  Grates  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Total  ...  362 


PREMISES  & OCCUPATIONS  WHICH  CAN  BE 
CONTROLLED  BY  BYE-LAWS. 

Slaughterhouses  8;  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  100; 
Offensive  dffades  4;  Common  Lodging  Houses  7;  Houses-Let-in- 
Lodgings  58. 

No  legal  proceedings  have  been  taken  during  1919,  with  regard 
to  these. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — The  number  in  the  town  is 
1 19  Factories  and  162  Workshops.  H.M.  Inspector  called  attention  to 
three  defects  during  the  year,  and  these  have  been  abated. 

Rag  Flock  Act. — There  have  been  14  visits  made  to  Workshops 
under  the  Rag  Flock  Act,  and  no  legal  proceedings  have  been  taken 
during  the  year. 

Schools. — The  sanitary  condition  of  the  Schools  is  good,  most 
of  these  being  modern.  The  water  supply  is  satisfactory. 

No  Schools  were  closed  during  the  year  on  account  of  Infectious 
Disease. 


8 


Milk. — Milk  is  chiefly  supplied  from  local  farms  and  on  the 
whole  is  pure  and  of  wholesome  character.  A number  of  Cowsheds  are 
of  great  age  and  not  well  adapted  for  modern  methods  of  milk  production. 

Milk  (Mothers  and  Children)  Order  1918. — During  the 
year  306  gallons  of  milk  were  supplied  to  71  children  under  5 years  of 
age,  3 nursing  mothers  and  4 expectant  mothers. 

A dried  milk  preparation  and  Virol  are  supplied  at  the  Maternity 
Centre  at  cost  price. 

Other  Foods. — The  Sanitary  conditions  of  premises  where  foods 
are  manufactured,  prepared,  stored  and  exposed  for  sale  is  generally 
good. 

The  condition  of  the  Bakehouses  and  Slaughterhouses  is  good. 
The  inspection  of  meat  and  other  foods  is  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector.  A Public  Abbattoir  has  been  provided  and  is  used  by  most 
of  the  butchers.  The  carcases  of  2 Beasts  and  internal  organs  of  28 
Beasts  have  been  destroyed  for  Tuberculosis. 

No  seizures  were  made  of  unsound  meat  or  food  exposed  for  sale. 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. — The  above  Acts  are 
administered  by  the  Police  Authorities,  and  the  following  is  a summary 
of  the  samples  purchased  and  submitted  for  analysis  : — 


Lard  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

White  Pepper  ...  ...  ...  3 

Ground  Ginger  ...  ..  ...  2 

Baking  Powder  ...  ...  ...  2 

Epsom  Salts  ...  ...  ...  2 

Cream  of  Tartar  ...  ...  ...  3 

Coffee  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Tea...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 


Forty  Tour  samples  were  purchased,  and  on  analysis  they  were  all 
found  to  be  genuine. 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Infectious  Diseases  Generally. — 474  cases  of  Infectious 
Diseases  were  notified  during  the  year  as  follows: — Diphtheria  20. 
Erysipelas  16.  Scarlet  Fever  55.  Cerebro  Spinal  Meningitis  2. 
Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  6.  Malaria  6.  Trench  Fever  i.  Acute 
Primary  and  Influenzal  Pneumonia  65.  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  38. 
Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  7.  Measles  and  German  Measles  258. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  the  number  of  cases  of  Diphtheria,  viz,  20, 
is  greatly  reduced  on  the  number  in  1918,  when  135  cases  were  notified. 
This  result,  in  my  opinion,  is  chiefly  due  to  the  routine  swabbing  of  the 
throat  after  a case  has  been  declared  convalescent.  Most  of  these  cases 
prove  negative,  but  in  several  cases  the  Diphtheria  Baccillus  has  been 
found  to  be  still  present  after  all  other  signs  of  the  disease  have  diss- 
appeared.  These  carrier  cases,  if  allowed  to  be  at  large,  are  undoubtedly 
the  chief  cause  of  the  spread  of  Diphtheria. 


During  the  latter  part  of  1918,  a disinfectant  steam  sprayer  was 
installed,  in  connection  with  the  steam  supply  at  the  Public  Baths.  All 
cases,  where  Diphtheria  Bacillus  has  been  found  to  be  present  in  the 
throat  after  convalesence  has  been  established,  have  been  subjected  to 
the  spray  until  swabbings  have  proved  nagative.  In  most  cases  two  or 
three  applications  have  been  sufficient. 

The  Schools  were  regularly  sprayed  with  a disinfectant  solution. 
A supply  of  Antitoxin  is  kept  at  the  Health  Office. 


Measles  were  very  prevalent  during  the  last  quarter  of  the  year, 
when  220  cases  were  notified.  No  deaths  occurred  from  Measles. 


Scarlet  Fever  was  chiefly  prevalent  during  the  three  later  quarters, 
55  cases  being  notified  with  i death.  Two  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were 
removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital. 
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Cerrbro-Spinal  Meningitis. — I’wo  cases  were  notified  as 
Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis.  Both  were  moribund  when  notified.  In 
one  case  a specimen  of  Cerebro-Spinal  Fluid  was  obtained ; Meningococci 
were  not  found  but  Pneumoccocci  were  present.  The  contacts  in  both 
these  cases  were  sprayed  with  the  Steam  Disinfectant  Sprayer,  and  no 
other  cases  were  notified. 

Pneumonia. — 65  cases  were  notified  during  the  year,  53  of  these 
being  Acute  Primary  and  1 2 Influenzal  Pneumonia. 


Malaria  and  Trench  Fever. — 6 cases  of  Malaria  and  i of 
Trench  Fever  were  notified,  the  disease  in  all  these  cases  having  been 
contracted  abroad. 

Influenza. — Influenza  was  epidemic  during  February,  March 
and  April,  10  deaths  occurring  during  that  period  chiefly  due  to 
Influenzal  Pneumonia.  The  measures  taken  to  combat  the  disease  were 
regular  disinfectant  spraying  of  Schools,  Picture  Houses,  Tram  Cars  and 
other  places  of  Public  Resort,  d'he  distribution  of  literature  containing 
warnings  and  instructions  as  to  prevention  of  the  spread  of  infection,  etc. 


Bacteriological  Examinations. — By  arrangement,  these  are 
undertaken  by  The  Clinical  Research  Association,  the  number  of 
examinations  during  the  year  was  45. 


(a)  Blood 

(b)  Swabs  for  Throat  ... 

(c)  Sputum 

(d)  Other 


No. 

Examined.  Negative.  Positive. 

3 •••  3 •• 

27  ...  24  ...  3 

13  ...  II  ...  2 


Small  Pox. — No  case  of  Small  Pox  occurred  in  the  Borough 
during  1919,  and  no  primary  vaccinations  or  re-vaccinations  were  per- 
formed by  the  M.  O.  H.  under  the  Public  Health  (S.  P.  Reg.)  1917. 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  CENTRE. 


The  Centre  is  open  on  Wednesday  Afternoons  from  2-30  to  5 
o’clock.  The  children  are  weighed  and  advice  given  as  to  feeding  and 
treatment. 

A dried  Milk  preparation  (Glaxo)  and  Virol  are  provided  at  cost 
price,  and  in  necessitous  cases  provided  free. 

Lectures  on  Cookery  and  Needlework  as  applied  chiefly  to  children, 
have  also  been  given,  as  well  as  on  Mothercraft  and  treatment  of  Sick 
Children. 

Great  thanks  are  due  to  the  Lady  Helpers  who  have  so  enthusi- 
astically assisted  in  the  work  of  the  Centre  during  the  year. 

The  Health  Visitor,  after  receipt  of  Notification  of  Birth,  visits 
the  homes  of  the  newly  born  infants,  and  during  her  visiting  makes 
enquiries  and  gives  advice  to  Expectant  Mothers. 

There  was  no  Puerperal  Fever  during  the  year.  Cases  of 
Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  receive  special  attention  by  the  Health  Visitor, 
and  cases  requiring  it  are  sent  to  an  eye  specialist.  6 cases  of  Ophthalmia 
Neonatorum  were  notified  during  the  year. 

The  following  table  shows  the  results  : — 

Case  Number. 

I.  Both  eyes  affected,  vision  good,  no  opacity  of  cornea. 


2. 

Left  eye 

j) 

5J 

)) 

3- 

Both  eyes 

j) 

)) 

4- 

j> 

>j 

>1 

a 

5* 

)) 

n 

)) 

)) 

6. 

jj 

right  Strabisnus 

)) 

)) 

SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION. 


Staff. — Owing  to  the  resignation  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  in 
December,  iqi8,  the  Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector  was  released,  on 
application,  from  the  Army  and  he  has  carried  out  the  duties  as  Temporary 
Sanitary  Inspector  during  1919. 
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HOSPrrAL  ACCOMODATION  (Available  for  Infectious  Diseases). 

For  Small  Pox. — 20  Beds. 

For  Other  Infectious  Diseases. — 10  Beds. 

Two  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  removed  to  Hospital  during  the 

year. 

The  following  Local  Acts,  Special  Orders  and  General  Adoptive 
Acts,  affecting  Sanitary  Administration,  are  in  force  in  the  District. 

Colne  and  Marsden  Local  Board  Act,  1881. 

Colne  Corporation  Act,  1 897. 

Provisional  Orders  Confirmation  No.  14  Act,  1903. 

Colne  Corporation  Act,  1905. 

Public  Health  Act  (Amendment  Act)  1890. 

Infectious  Diseases  (Notification  Act)  1889  and  Amending  Acts. 

Infectious  Diseases  Provision  Act,  1890. 

Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907. 

The  Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment)  Act,  1907,  Section  86. 

HOUSING. 

The  total  number  of  houses  in  the  Borough  is  6,376. 

No  houses  were  built  during  the  year.  During  the  year,  a house 
to  house  visitation  was  undertaken  in  connection  with  the  Housing 
Report.  The  population  was  found  to  be  23,432.  The  Ministry  of 
Health  estimated  the  population  at  the  end  of  the  year  to  be  25,846. 

There  is  a shortage  of  the  better  working  class  houses.  The 
Housing  Committee  are  proceeding  with  a scheme  for  the  building  of 
56  houses.  Thirty  houses  were  found  to  be  overcrowded  according  to 
the  Ministry  of  Healths’  estimate  of  2 persons  per  room.  This  over- 
crowding was  of  a comparatively  small  degree  in  most  cases,  occurring 
chiefly  in  the  through  and  single  houses,  and  is  due  to  large  families  of 
children  in  these  particular  houses. 
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The  houses  in  the  older  portion  of  the  town  are  substantially 
built  of  stone  and  consist  in  great  part  of  back  to  back  and  single 
houses.  706  of  the  former  and  504  of  the  latter. 

The  more  modern  dwellings  are  stone  built  through  houses,  built 
in  rows  of  streets,  many  of  the  more  recently  built  being  provided  with 
baths. 

The  general  character  of  defects  found  were  defective  fall-pipes, 
windows,  plaster,  floors  and  dampness.  Notices  under  Section  15  were 
served.  There  has  been  great  difficulty  in  obtaining  labour  for  house 
repairing  of  recent  years. 

The  Water  supply  is  good. 

Closet  accomodation  to  some  of  the  older  houses  is  on  the  pail 
system. 


UNHEALTHY  AREAS. 

An  area  to  the  East  of  Windy  Bank  consisting  of  79  back  to  back 
houses  was  under  consideration  as  an  unhealthy  area,  and  in  January, 
1920,  was  so  represented. 

The  working  of  the  existing  Bye-laws  relating  to  Houses-Let-in- 
Lodgings  and  to  tents,  vans  and  sheds  has  been  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

STATISTICS  FOR  THE  12  MONTHS  ENDED 
31st  DECEMBER,  1919. 

1.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  complaints  were 

made  that  they  are  unfit  for  human  habitation.  Nil. 

2.  Action  under  Section  17  of  the  Housing  Act,  1909,  Nil. 

3.  Action  under  Section  15  of  the  Housing  Act,  1909  : — 

(a)  No.  of  orders  for  repairs  issued,  51. 

(b)  No.  of  cases  in  which  repairs  carried  out  by  Local  Authority,  Nil. 

(c)  No.  of  houses  voluntarily  closed  on  notice  by  owner  that  they 

could  not  be  made  fit  without  reconstruction,  Nil. 
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4.  Closing  Orders,  Nil. 

5.  Demolition  Orders,  Nil. 

6.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  voluntarily.  Nil. 

7.  Obstructive  Buildings,  Nil. 

8.  Staff  engaged  in  housing  work.  Sanitary  Inspector. 


I am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


Public  Health  Dept., 

Town  Hall,  Colne. 

1 8th  May,  1920. 


WILLIAM  DOYLE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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TABLE  L— Causes  of  Death  in  Colne,  1919. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Males. 

Females. 

All  Causes 

147 

Scarlet  Fever 

I 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

2 

I 

Diphtheria  ... 

I 

— 

Influenza 

7 

5 

Erysipelas  ... 

I 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ... 

16 

13 

Tuberculosis  Meningitis  ... 

_ 

I 

Other  Tuberculosis  Diseases 

I 

3 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease 

9 

20 

Rheumatic  Fever  ... 

3 

Meningitis  ... 

I 

2 

Organic  Heart  Disease 

17 

28 

Bronchitis  ... 

14 

17 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

23 

8 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

2 

3 

Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  2 years)  ... 

I 

3 

Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis 

2 

I 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  ... 

I 

— 

Nephritis  and  Blight’s  Disease  ... 

6 

4 

Parturition  (apart  from  Puerperal  Fever) 

— 

I 

Congenital  Debility,  etc.  ... 

5 

3 

Violence,  apart  from  Suicide 

3 

4 

Suicide 

I 

Other  D fined  Diseases  ... 

33 

41 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown  ... 

2 
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♦Non-civilians  are  included  in  these  figures  for  England  and  Wales  but  not  for  other  areas. 


TABLE  IV. — Number  of  Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  Notified,  removed  to  Hospital,  etc.,  during  the  year  1919. 
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TABLE  V. — 7'he  Number  of  Cases  Notified  in  various  Wards  during  1919. 
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